
Summer Reading 2019 for AP Seminar 

1. Read Temple Grandin’s biography Animals in Translation. 

2. Complete the attached SOAPStone document and bring it in on the first day of class. 

Use multiple pages as needed. 

 

We suggest you makes notes/annotate as you read through the book. 

 

Disclaimer: From the AP Seminar Course and Exam Description: As the AP Program engages 

students in college‐ level work, the AP Seminar course may include perspectives that could be 

considered controversial, including references to ethnicity, nationality, religion, politics, race, 

dialect, sexuality, gender or class, along with profanity. AP Seminar requires students to have 

the level of maturity and skill to thoughtfully consider and analyze diverse perspectives.  The 

inclusion of topics, readings, texts, and other source material is not intended as an endorsement 

by the College Board of the content, ideas or values expressed in the material. 

  



SOAPSTone Worksheet 

 

SOAPSTone Question Answer 

S What is the subject of 
the piece? 
What are the general 
topics and/or ideas 
contained in the text? 
 
 

 

O What is the occasion? 
What are the time, 
place and setting of the 
piece? 
 
 
 

 

A Who is the audience? 
To whom is the piece 
addressed? 
 
 
 

 

P What is the purpose? 
What is the reason this 
piece was written? 
 
 
 

 

S Who is the speaker? 
Who is the voice that 
tells the story? 
 
 
 

 

Tone What is the tone of the 
piece?  
What is the attitude or 
emotional 
characteristics present 
in the piece? 
 
 

 

  



SOAPSTone Description 

 

1. What is the subject? 

a. What is the general topic, content or idea contained in the text? 

b. Summarize in a few words or phrases. 

2. What is the occasion? 

a. What is the time and place? The context in which the primary source was 

created? 

b. What is the geographic and historic intersection at which this source was 

produced? 

3. Who is the audience? 

a. The readers to whom this document is directed 

b. The audience may be one person, a small group or a large group; it may be a 

certain person or a certain people. 

4. What is the purpose? 

a. WHat is the reason behind the text? 

b. Why was it written? 

c. What goal did the author have in mind? 

5. Who is the speaker? 

a. The voice that is speaking. Identification of the historical person (or group of 

people) who created the primary source. 

b. What do we know about this historic or contemporary person? 

c. What role does he play in an historic event? 

6. What is the tone? 

a. What is the attitude expressed by the speaker? 

b. Examine the choice of words, emotions expressed, imagery used to determine 

the speaker’s attitude. 


